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“If teenagers want to see how tough smoking
can make them look, all they need to do is ...
look at cemetery headstones.”

-- Supervisor Pam Slater

Dear friends:

     This edition of The
District 3 Slate contains a
couple of stories that deal
with open space preserva-
tion and the natural beauty
in San Diego County.
     So, considering that it is
spring, I want to encourage
you to visit some of the
natural treasures we have
in the Third District.
     For instance, you can
take a walk in Mission
Trails Regional Park, near
San Carlos and Tierrasanta.
Itís one of the largest urban
natural parks in the nation.
     Or, you can stroll along
the paths at the San Elijo
Lagoon in Cardiff. This
wetlands oasis can be
nearly postcard-perfect at
sunset.
     Donít forget about the
trails that meander from the
cliffs to the beach in the
Torrey Pines State Reserve,
off of North Torrey Pines
Road, either.  In North
County, you can start in
Escondido and hike on one
of the many trails in the San
Dieguito Valley River Park.
     Or, you can ... well, your
choices are nearly endless.

County looks at preserving
Del Dios land as open space

The ABCs of keeping kids in school healthy:
Slater town hall helps North County parents

     Supervisor Pam Slater has
announced that the County is
pursuing an opportunity to pre-
serve more than 300 acres of
open space in North County.
     Slater last month brought to
her colleagues on the Board of
Supervisors a proposal that di-
rected county staff to investigate
buying 342 acres of property
near Del Dios.
     ìIím pleased to report that the
Board approved my proposal,
and weíre moving forward with
the exploring the acquisition,î

Slater said.
     The property is undeveloped
and is located within the bound-
aries of Escondido. County staff
is currently completing an ap-
praisal of the property.
     Its owner, Adnan Derbas, is
interested in selling the land to
the County of San Diego as per-
manent open space for conser-
vation and trails.
     ìItís my firm belief that if
people, through their govern-
ment, want to protect open space,

See Open Space  on back page ...

Forum: At right,
parents and
students look at
some of the
exhibits at the town
hall. Below right,
Supervisor Slater
points out student
photos that
demonstrated
healthy habits.

     Even though their children
were in school at the time, it was
the parents who learned a lot
during Supervisor Pam Slaterís
recent town hall on childrenís
health.
     Slater sponsored the forum
last month to give North County
parents a chance to easily gather
information about keeping their
school-aged children healthy.
     ìOne of our county programs
has a great motto: Healthy chil-
dren make better students ...
better students make healthier
communities,î Slater said.
     ìBut often itís difficult for par-
ents to get all the information
they want about their childrenís
health in one place, at one time.
     ìThatís why I wanted to bring
all the available resources and
help together in one place for
North County parents,î she said.
     Members from the countyís
Health and Human Services
Agency, the Health Access
Through Schools (HATS) pro-
gram, the Family to Family North
organization, and North County
Colloboratives answered ques-
tions from the parents toward the
end of the town hall forum, which
was held at Central Elementary
School in Escondido.
     Slater said she was thrilled to

see how the students contrib-
uted to the forumís success.
     The schoolís walls were cov-
ered with student drawings and
photos, all created to show what
good health looks like.
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County strengthens teen anti-smoking effort

Open Space:
then the right way to do that is
to buy the property from willing
sellers,î Slater said.
     Acquiring this property
would do several things, accord-
ing to Slater. It would first act as
a traffic fighter by preventing
more than 1,000 new commuters
per day on Del Dios Highway.
     ìThatís how many new com-
muters would drive on Del Dios
if the land were developed,î
Slater said. ìSo open space can
be said to be a traffic fighter. î
     Secondly, the sale would pro-
tect wildlife habitats and allow
residents to use hiking and
riding trails on the property.
     ìThese trails could potentially
connect with the Elfin Forest
Recreational Reserve and also
the San Dieguito River Valley
Parkís Coast-to-Crest trail,î she
said.
     The neighboring community
groups, such as the Del Dios
Town Council and the Elfin For-
est Town Council, have con-
veyed their support for Slaterís
proposal, as have local environ-
mental groups like the Endan-
gered Habitats League.
     ìItís rare that such large
stretches of land are made avail-
able,î Slater said.
    ìIf the County can buy the
property, it could be a real jewel
for North County residents,î
she added.

Sierra Club honors Slater
     Supervisor Pam Slater this
month was honored by the local
chapter of the Sierra Club with
their ìFriend of the Environ-
mentî award.
     The award is given each year
to the elected official who best
exemplifies the principles of en-
vironmental protection and con-
servation, said Janet Anderson,
who presented the recognition
to Slater during the awards cer-
emony.
     ìIím grateful to the Sierra Club

Helping to stop elder abuse

for this honor,î Slater said. ìIf
you spend any time looking at
the handiwork of Creation, you
will come away with a renewed
dedication to preserve and trea-
sure that handiwork.î
     The Sierra Club chapter chose
to honor Slater for her efforts to
set aside open space in the
County through programs like
the Multiple Species Conserva-
tion Program (MSCP) and her
work to protect coastal lagoons
and wetlands, Anderson said.

Friend: Janet Anderson, at left, and
John Glascock chat with Supervisor
Slater before the awards ceremony.

     Stepping up its effort to ex-
tinguish the problem of teen
smoking, San Diego County has
strengthened its laws regarding
tobacco sales and advertising.
     The Board of Supervisors has
approved several recommenda-
tions brought forward by Super-
visor Pam Slater that toughen
the countyís tobacco ordi-
nances.

     ìIf teenagers want to see how
tough smoking can make them
look, all they need to do is visit a
cancer ward or look at cemetary
headstones,î Slater said.
     Slaterís proposal included
these changes to the countyís
tobacco ordinances:
! Banning self-service tobacco
displays, including those for ci-
gars and smokeless chewing to-

bacco;
! Requiring ìNo Sale to Mi-
norsî signs;
! Banning the sale of
unpackaged cigarettes;
! Eliminating the sale of bidis
(cheap, candylike cigarettes) in
business accessible to minors;
! Requiring a minimum pack
size for cigarettes and bidis;
! Ending free sampling of to-
bacco products.
     ìThe numbers tell us that
10,000 teenagers in San Diego
County take their first puff from
a cigarette each year,î Slater
said. ìThatís 10,000 teens who
toy with the prospect of cutting
their lives short.î
     Slater said the tougher ordi-
nances will prevent children from
being targeted by advertising.

     If you know of an elderly citi-
zen who may be being physically
abused or the victim of a scam or
fraud, Supervisor Pam Slater
urges you to contact District
Attorney Paul Pfingstís Elder
Abuse team.
     If people have witnessed, or
are the victim of a crime involv-

ing an elderly citizen, they
should call the Elder Abuse 24-
Hour hotline, Slater said. The
number is 1-800-510-2020.
     Crimes against the elderly are
becoming more prevalent as our
population ages, Slater said,
adding that ìitís our obligation
to protect our elderly citizens.î


